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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
MARCH AVENUE PALM TREES 

REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 

OWNER: Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA), Urban Forestry Division 
City of Los Angeles 
1149 South Broadway, 4th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90015 

APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles 
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HEARING DATE: April 15, 2021 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

11:00 AM 
Teleconference (see 
agenda for login 
information) 

EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of February 8, 2021 is tolled, and a revised date 
will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 
21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-2244-HCM 
  ENV-2021-2245-CE 

Location: N. March Avenue between W. Ingomar 
Street and W. Justice Street  

Council District: 12 - Lee  
Community Plan Area: Canoga Park - Winnetka - 
Woodland Hills - West Hills 
Area Planning Commission: South Valley 
Neighborhood Council: West Hills  
Legal Description: Public ROW in median and along 

east side of N. March Avenue 
between W. Ingomar Street and 
W. Justice Street
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
  
  
Attachments: City Council Motion 20-0976 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—February 25, 2021 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The March Avenue Palm Trees “exemplif[y] significant contributions to the broad cultural, 
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community for their association with 
the Rancho Sombra del Roble, an early agricultural and residential development of the 
western San Fernando Valley. 
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The subject landscape consists of approximately 45 Canary Island date palm trees (Phoenix 
canariensis) located in the public right-of-way along N. March Avenue between W. Ingomar Street 
and W. Justice Street in the West Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles. The palms are visible in a 
1928 aerial image of the area, which indicates that they date to the early development of the 
western San Fernando Valley. The trees were planted along March Avenue (when it was 
previously part of Cohasset Street) from Ingomar Street to Roscoe Boulevard within the Rancho 
Sombra del Roble (HCM #31), the rural estate purchased by Union Oil Company geologist William 
W. Orcutt and his wife Mary as a vacation home in 1917. As the area surrounding the subject 
landscape was converted from agricultural to single-family residential use in the 1980s, March 
Avenue was widened from a narrow country road to a street with two lanes separated by a 
median; for the reason, the trees line the east side of March Avenue and the median, which was 
formerly the west side of the street. 
 
The Rancho Sombra del Roble was originally a 210-acre agricultural property located in what 
would become the Canoga Park and West Hills neighborhoods of Los Angeles. In 1917, William 
Orcutt purchased the property as a rural retreat. Called Rancho Sombra del Roble (Spanish for 
“Shaded Oak Ranch”), the property consisted of gardens, citrus orchards, and cattle ranching 
facilities. The primary residence on the property was an adobe structure constructed in 1926 by 
architect L.G. Knipe. The property originally spanned east to Woodlake Avenue, west to Valley 
Circle Boulevard, south to Cohasset Street (now March Avenue), and north to the Chatsworth 
Reservoir. Cohasset Street ran east-west but curved into a north-south running street within the 
Rancho. The north-south section of Cohasset Street was renamed March Avenue during a later 
period of residential development. On January 22, 1965, the City of Los Angeles designated a 
24-acre portion of the estate as Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No. 31; one year later, 
the City acquired the property to maintain as a public park, now called the Orcutt Ranch 
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Horticultural Center. The area comprising the original Rancho Sombra del Roble remained rural 
in character into the late 1970s before being developed for single-family residential use beginning 
in the 1980s. 
 
The subject trees are planted along the street’s median, as well as along the east side of March 
Avenue in the public right-of-way. The trees are regularly spaced, and many are situated in pairs 
directly across from each other. Along the east side of March Avenue, the trees are planted inside 
a parkway that is bordered by a concrete sidewalk on the east and a concrete curb and street on 
the west. The median, which was originally the west side of March Avenue, features trees 
surrounded by low shrubbery and a concrete curb perimeter. 
 
The Canary Island date palm is one of the most common types of palm found in Southern 
California. Native to the Canary Islands of Spain, the tree was imported to Los Angeles around 
the turn of the 20th century. The Canary Island date palm is identified by its thick trunk covered in 
diamond-shaped leaf scars, inedible, orange fruits, and large crown of over one hundred pinnate-
shaped fronds. The palm typically grows to a height of around 50-60 feet and has a life span of 
approximately 50 to 150 years. 
  
The majority of the subject trees are intact from the original planting, with the exception of the 
portion of the trees that once extended north of Justice Street to Roscoe Boulevard, which have 
been removed. Additionally, the setting of the landscape has been altered. As the area 
surrounding the trees was developed for residential use, March Avenue was widened to two lanes 
separated by a median. The original west side of the street became the landscaped median, and 
another lane was constructed west of the median for south-running traffic. It appears that several 
trees that once lined the west side of March Avenue (now the median) were removed as the street 
network developed and five east-west running streets were constructed to intersect March 
Avenue. Some trees also appear to have been replaced with pine trees, and the planting strip in 
the median has been infilled with other types of trees between the palms, all at unknown dates. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The March Avenue Palm Trees meet one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: they 
“exemplif[y] significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community” for their association with the Rancho Sombra del Roble, an early 
agricultural and residential development of the western San Fernando Valley. 
 
Based on their presence in aerial images from 1928, the March Avenue Palm Trees date to the 
original development of the Rancho Sombra del Roble. During the Rancho Sombra del Roble’s 
time as a private retreat, the subject landscape was located within the ranch property. March 
Avenue was originally an extension of Cohasset Street, which comprised the southern boundary 
of the ranch and one of the means of access to the property from other parts of the San Fernando 
Valley. The March Avenue Palms Trees formed a distinctive corridor within the Rancho Sombra 
del Roble that intersected Justice Street about 600 feet west of the original entry gate. Today, the 
trees create a cohesive streetscape along March Avenue and represent a vestige of the once-
sprawling Rancho Sombra del Roble, an early development of the western San Fernando Valley. 
Despite the change of setting and removal of some trees, the subject landscape retains a high 
level of integrity to convey its significance. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the March Avenue Palm Trees as an Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject trees are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject trees could be lost through incompatible alterations and 
new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject trees.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2021-2245-CE was prepared on February 26, 2021. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On November 25, 2020, the Los Angeles City Council, acting upon a motion introduced by 
Councilmember John Lee, initiated consideration of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument worthy of preservation. On February 25, 2021, a subcommittee of the Commission 
consisting of Commissioner Kennard conducted a site inspection of the subject landscape, 
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accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources. The original expiration date of 
February 8, 2021 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 
21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 



City of Los Angeles
CALIFORNIA

Eric Garcetti
MAYOR

OFFICE OF THE
CITY CLERK

Council and Public Services Division
200 N. SPRING STREET, ROOM 395

LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
GENERAL INFORMATION - (213) 978-1133

FAX: (213) 978-1040
______

PATRICE Y. LATTIMORE
DIVISION MANAGER

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT
CITY CLERK

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

______
PETTY F. SANTOS

CLERK.LACITY.ORG

When making inquiries relative to
this matter, please refer to the
Council File No.: 20-0976

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

Council File No.:

Council Meeting Date:

Agenda Item No.:

Agenda Description:

Council Action:

Council Vote:

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT
CITY CLERK

20-0976

November 25, 2020

32

PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
relative to the inclusion of the palm trees that line March Avenue between
Ingomar and Justice Street in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT -
ADOPTED FORTHWITH

YES             BOB BLUMENFIELD
YES             MIKE BONIN
YES             JOE BUSCAINO
ABSENT      GILBERT A. CEDILLO
YES             KEVIN DE LEON
YES             MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON
YES             PAUL KORETZ
YES             PAUL KREKORIAN
YES             JOHN LEE
YES             NURY MARTINEZ
YES             MITCH O'FARRELL
YES             CURREN D. PRICE
ABSENT      MONICA RODRIGUEZ
ABSENT      DAVID RYU
YES             HERB WESSON

November 25, 2020

http://clerk.lacity.org
http://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-0976
http://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-0976


 
Adopted Report(s)
 
 
Title Date
Report from Planning and Land Use Management Committee 10/29/2020

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-0976_rpt_plum_10-29-20.pdf


PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT

MOTION

The San Fernando Valley has had a rich history as the pastoral and agricultural heart of 
Los Angeles. Although growth and urbanization has transformed the Valley into a melting pot of 
suburban Los Angeles, the trees that were planted by the early pioneers and ranchers remain to 
tell the story of the past.

The City of Los Angeles has taken significant steps to preserve this history, especially in 
Council District 12, as seen with the Historic Cultural Monument designation of the Lassen 
Street olive trees (HCM No.49) in Chatsworth and the “E.T.” Deodar trees (HCM No. 41) along 
White Oak Avenue in Granada Hills. These trees and others across the City of Los Angeles help 
define the character and culture of their neighborhoods.

This is especially the case in West Hills, where the palm trees that line March Avenue 
between Ingomar and Justice Streets are cherished for their beauty and historic significance. 
Leading up to the original entrance to Rancho Sombra del Roble, the rural retreat of Union Oil 
Company geologist William W. Orcutt that is currently known as Orcutt Ranch Horticulture 
Center, these trees also have appeared in numerous movies television shows, including the 1976 
film Bad News Bears.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Department of Cultural Affairs to 
prepare the application relative to the inclusion of the palm trees that line March Avenue 
between Ingomar and Justice Streets in the list of Historical-Cultural Monuments and to submit 
the application to the Cultural Heritage Commission for review and consideration,

I FURTHER MOVE that after reviewing the application, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
submit a report to the City Council regarding the inclusion of the palm trees that line March 
Avenue between Ingomar and Justice Streets in the City’s list of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

PRESENTED BY
JOHNS. LEE
Councilmember, 12* District

SECONDED BY
MITCH O'FARRELL (verbal) 
Councilmember, 13th District

IMG 5 2020
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COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2021-2244-HCM 

LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2021-2245-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
March Avenue Palm Trees 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
12 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)                           ☐   Map attached. 
N. March Avenue between W. Ingomar Street and W. Justice Street, Los Angeles, CA  91304 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:                                                                                                                 ☐   Additional page(s) attached. 
 Designation of the March Avenue Palm Trees as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Melissa Jones 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
213-847-3679   

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
 STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES  
   

☐ STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)     
               Public Resources Code Section(s) ______________________________________________________________  

 
☒ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

 
        CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) __8 and 31__________________________________________________ 

 
☐ OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) ) 
 
         ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the March Avenue Palm Trees as an Historic-Cultural Monument will 
assure the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
to maintain and preserve the historic site. 
 

☒  None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.  
☐  The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
CITY STAFF USE ONLY: 
CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Melissa Jones                                              [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
City Planning Associate 

ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
N/A 

RECEIPT NO. 
N/A 

REC’D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME) 
N/A 

DISTRIBUTION:  County Clerk, Agency Record 
Rev. 3-27-2019 
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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Describe anǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌesources located on the property to be included in the nominaƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌe: 

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes Unknown (explain in ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

No (explain iŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)

March Avenue Palm Trees Current name of property

N. March Ave. b/w W. Ingomar St. and W. Justice St. 91304 12

West Hills

n/a 37196 None

None

n/a n/a

Street trees Street trees

Not Applicable - Landscaping

Select

Select Select

Select Select

Select Select

Select Select

Select Select



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief descripƟŽŶ of any major alteraƟŽŶƐ or addiƟŽŶƐ. ThiƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�may also be completed on a separate document. 
Include copies of permits in the nominaƟŽŶ�packet. Make sure to list any major alteraƟŽŶƐ for which there are no permits, as well.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Survey Name(s):

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Determined eligible�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕ state, or local landmark 
status by an historic resources survey(s)

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�Register of Historic Places

Formally determined eligible for the NaƟŽŶĂl and/or California Registers

Located in an Historic PreservaƟŽŶ�Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
ContriďƵƟng feature

Non-conƚƌŝďƵƟng feature

Other historical or cultural resource designaƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance CriteƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�22.171.7): 

✔



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ Describe the proposed monument’s physical characterisƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
relaƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚo its surrounding environmenƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌe detailed descrip-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐonsƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬalteraƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐtory in detail if that is 
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. IdenƟĨy and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it saƟƐfies the HCM criteria you selectĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zou must 
support your argument with substanƟĂů�Ğvidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your 
main argument for designaƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚant to substanƟĂte any claims you makĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
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MARCH AVENUE PALM TREES 
North March Avenue between West Ingomar Street and West Justice Street 
 
 
 

A. Proposed Monument Description 
  
The subject landscape consists of approximately 45 Canary Island date palm trees (Phoenix 
canariensis) located on North March Avenue between West Ingomar Street and West Justice 
Street in the West Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles. The trees are planted along the street’s 
median, as well as along the east side of the street in the public right-of-way. 
 
The trees are regularly spaced, and many are situated in pairs directly across from each other. 
Along the east side of March Avenue, the trees are planted inside a parkway that is bordered by 
a concrete sidewalk on the east and a concrete curb and street on the west. The median, which 
was originally the west side of March Avenue, features trees surrounded by low shrubbery and a 
concrete curb perimeter. 
  
The majority of the trees are intact from the original planting, with the exception of the portion of 
the trees that once extended north of Justice Street to Roscoe Boulevard, which have been 
removed. Additionally, it appears that several trees that once lined the west side of March Avenue 
(now the median) were removed as the street network developed and five east-west running 
streets were constructed to intersect March Avenue.  
 
 

B. Statement of Significance 
 
The March Avenue Palm Trees meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: they 
“exemplif[y] significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community” for their association with the Rancho Sombra del Roble, an early 
agricultural and residential development of the western San Fernando Valley.  
 
The trees are visible in a 1928 aerial image of the area, which demonstrates that they date to the 
early development of the western San Fernando Valley. The trees were planted along March 
Avenue (when it was previously part of Cohasset Street) from Ingomar Street to Roscoe 
Boulevard within the Rancho Sombra del Roble, the rural estate purchased by Union Oil Company 
geologist William W. Orcutt and his wife Mary as a vacation home in 1917. Originally a 210-acre 
cattle ranch and citrus orchard, the ranch property was acquired by the City of Los Angeles in 
1966 and is currently known as Orcutt Ranch Horticulture Center (HCM #31). During the Rancho 
Sombra del Roble’s time as a private retreat, the subject landscape was located within the ranch 
property. Cohasset Street, which turns into March Avenue, comprised the southern boundary of 
the ranch and one of the means of access to the property from other parts of the San Fernando 
Valley. The March Avenue Palms Trees formed a distinctive corridor within the Rancho Sombra 
del Roble that intersected Justice Street about 600 feet west of the original entry gate. The subject 



landscape originally continued north of Justice Street to Roscoe Boulevard; that portion of the 
trees is no longer extant. 
 
As the area surrounding the subject landscape was developed for residential use, March Avenue 
was widened to two lanes separated by a median. The original west side of the street became 
the landscaped median, and another lane was constructed west of the median for south-running 
traffic. The trees are a characteristic feature of the neighborhood and have also appeared in 
numerous movies and television shows, including the 1976 film Bad News Bears. Today, the trees 
create a cohesive streetscape along March Avenue and represent a vestige of the once-sprawling 
Rancho Sombra del Roble, an early development of the western San Fernando Valley. 
 
 
Rancho Sombra del Roble 
 
The Rancho Sombra del Roble was originally a 210-acre agricultural property located in what 
would become the Canoga Park and West Hills neighborhoods of Los Angeles. In 1917, Union 
Oil geologist William Warren Orcutt and his wife Mary purchased the property as a rural retreat. 
Called Rancho Sombra del Roble (Spanish for “Shaded Oak Ranch”), the property consisted of 
gardens, citrus orchards, and cattle ranching facilities. The primary residence on the property was 
an adobe structure constructed in 1926 by architect L.G. Knipe. The property originally spanned 
east to Woodlake Avenue, west to Valley Circle Boulevard, south to Cohasset Street, and north 
to the Chatsworth Reservoir. Cohasset Street ran east-west but curved into a north-south running 
street within the Rancho. The north-south section of Cohasset Street was renamed March Avenue 
during a later period of residential development. 
 
The area comprising the Rancho Sombra del Roble remained rural in character into the late 1960s 
and 1970s. In January 22, 1965, the City of Los Angeles designated a 24-acre portion of the 
estate as Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument No. 31, which included the residence, ranch 
structures, garden, oaks, and citrus orchard. At that time, Mary Orcutt was still residing within the 
adobe residence. One year later, the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks 
acquired the property to maintain the Orcutt home and its gardens for use as a public historic 
monument and park, now called the Orcutt Horticultural Center. Today, the property features 
nature trails, a creek, rose gardens, community garden plots, and picnic tables. There is a diversity 
of flora present, including the Purple Lily Magnolia, the Lady Palm, cork trees, and a California 
Live Oak measuring 32 feet in circumference, believed to be 700 years old. 
 
The remaining land of the original estate that was not preserved by the City has been developed 
for single-family residential use. By 1983, Tract 37196 to the south of the horticultural center and 
east of/ including the subject landscape had been subdivided and developed for tract housing, 
followed by Tract 37917 to the west of/ including the subject landscape. Tract maps indicate that 
the north-south portion of Cohasset Street was renamed March Avenue during this period of 
development, likely in the early 1980s. 
 
 



William Warren Orcutt 
 
William Warren Orcutt was born in Dodge County, Minnesota on February 14, 1869. In 1882, his 
family moved to California and settled in Ventura County. While attending high school, he 
sometimes worked at the Hardison & Stewart refinery, the predecessors to Union Oil. When 
Stanford University was established in 1891, Orcutt was one of the 559 students registered in the 
pioneer class. Herbert Hoover was one of his classmates. Orcutt earned a degree in civil and 
hydraulic engineering in 1895 and started his career in the business world as an independent civil 
engineer and surveyor. Union Oil President Lyman Stewart hired Orcutt in 1899 to work in Fresno 
and San Benito counties, beginning his 42-year career with the company. Orcutt worked in leasing 
and prospecting before organizing the company’s geology department, the first of its kind in the 
oil industry. Union Oil would achieve notoriety as a firm that revolutionized oil drilling by applying 
scientific geological principles to locate petroleum deposits.  
 
While studying the Hancock Ranch property in Los Angeles, Orcutt observed a large 
accumulation of fossil bones that had become trapped in the tar. After Orcutt contacted a 
paleontologist at the University of California, Berkeley, the discovery of a saber-toothed cat skull 
was confirmed. Soon, the property was excavated to reveal more than 600 Pleistocene era fossils 
at what would become the La Brea Tar Pits. 
 
In 1908, Orcutt became Union’s chief geologist, land department manager and company director. 
He was named a vice president in 1922. In 1926, Orcutt commissioned a vacation home in Los 
Angeles County, the Rancho Sombra del Roble, where he planted 450 acres of citrus groves 
among other gardens and ranch facilities. That year, Orcutt organized the Canoga Park Citrus 
Association and became president. At the ranch home, he entertained guests including Leo 
Carrillo and President Herbert Hoover. Over the years, the Orcutts’ contributions to the community 
included raising funds for the Guadalupe Center, donating land for park development, and 
planting trees along many West Valley streets. William Orcutt died at the home on April 27, 1942. 
 
 
Development History of the Western San Fernando Valley 
 
Although the San Fernando Valley is often thought of in terms of widespread, post-World War II 
suburban expansion, the west San Fernando Valley has a rich development history that spans 
the previous two centuries. In the mid-nineteenth century, much of the far western San Fernando 
Valley (and part of Ventura County) was part of the large Leonis Ranch, under the control of 
Miguel Leonis. Leonis’s landholdings included the Rancho El Escorpion (now West Hills) and 
additional acreage acquired through California homestead laws. Leonis died in 1889 and the 
property’s acreage was slowly sold off by relatives and his widow, Espiritu. In 1950, the remaining 
100 acres were subdivided for the residential development of Hidden Hills.  
 
At the turn of the twentieth century, the southwest San Fernando Valley remained a dry and mostly 
unpopulated expanse; despite intermittent fruit and walnut orchards, grazing lands, and wheat 
fields, the area was largely treeless and prone to periodic flooding, rendering it unattractive for 



residential development. The first major developmental changes were conceived in anticipation 
of the 1913 completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct, which brought water to Los Angeles from 
the Owens Valley, and the 1915 annexation of the area into the City of Los Angeles. The San 
Fernando Valley’s promise of future water attracted many homesteaders and businessmen 
seeking a new life – and fortune – in the West. 
 
A syndicate represented by Harry Chandler, the son-in-law of Los Angeles Times owner Harrison 
Gray Otis, purchased 47,500 acres in 1909 that included most of the San Fernando Valley, 
including today’s communities of Canoga Park, Winnetka, Woodland Hills, and West Hills. The 
syndicate became known as the Los Angeles Suburban Home Company (LASHC). The LASHC 
developed a “Board of Control” comprising five of the most prominent real estate developers in 
Los Angeles. Each Board member chose an area of the Valley for his own personal holding. To 
promote the sales of their land, syndicate member General Moses Sherman worked to establish 
a route of the Pacific Electric railway across the San Fernando Valley, connecting the remote 
region to Los Angeles. The line reached Owensmouth (now Canoga Park) by 1912, bolstering 
development in the area.  
 
The demand for housing following World War II was central to the development of the 
communities in the southwest San Fernando Valley. In the five years between 1945 and 1950, 
the population of the Valley doubled to just over 400,000. Anticipating postwar growth, the City 
initially planned for the development of the Valley to follow prevailing regional planning principles, 
with small urban employment centers and residential subdivisions surrounded by agricultural land. 
Two planning documents—a 1943 Master Plan and a 1944 Zoning Plan—called for the retention 
of agricultural zones around self-contained urban communities with designated industrial and 
commercial areas to supplement the agricultural economy and supply employment for present 
and future residents. However, due to the area’s exponential growth and unprecedented demand 
for housing, agricultural land was quickly converted into residential subdivisions and the plans 
were never fully realized. 
 
The postwar years brought tremendous change to the character of the area. Large residential 
subdivisions cropped up throughout the area and as the demand for housing grew, land value 
skyrocketed. Fragmented urban development encroached on orchards and ranches. As a result, 
farmers could no longer make enough profit to cover rising property taxes and most were forced 
to downsize or sell. Properties that formerly included multiple acres were subdivided. The opening 
of the 101 and 405 Freeways in the early 1960s further bolstered suburban growth, connecting 
the southwest Valley to the downtown and Westside business districts in Los Angeles. Single-
family residential development continued south into the foothills of the Santa Monica Mountains 
and west into the Simi Hills during the late 1950s through the 1970s.  
 
 
Palm Trees in Southern California 
 
Palm trees are an iconic symbol of Los Angeles. Although only one species, the California fan 
palm, is native to the region, palm trees are famously associated with city’s landscape. In the 19th 



and early 20th centuries, Los Angeles imported a number of diverse palm species to build the 
city’s identity as a “semi-tropical” paradise and attract new residents. The species of palm 
comprising the subject landscape, the Canary Island date palm (Phoenix canariensis), was 
especially popular and was considered a status symbol by property owners and developers. The 
motion picture industry in Hollywood further encouraged the palm’s association with Los 
Angeles’s culture by featuring the trees in films, which often depicted exotic locales. Soon, palms 
appeared throughout the city, from private residences to public spaces like Pershing Square and 
Westlake Park. 
 
The 1930s witnessed a surge in palm planting as the city developed a more sophisticated street 
network with large, modern boulevards. In 1931, the new forestry division selected the palm as 
Los Angeles’s official street tree, planting over 25,000 palms that year alone. Often associated 
with beautification efforts in anticipation of the 1932 Olympic games, the massive planting project 
was also part of an unemployment relief program for Angelenos. 
 
Despite their apparent ubiquity, palm trees are threatened by several diseases and pests, 
including the South American palm weevil, fusarium fungus, and pink rot. The loss of palm trees 
is a recent trend in the city’s treescape, and their decline is particularly noticeable due to their 
prominence on Los Angeles streets. The Canary Island date palm is particularly susceptible to 
the several types of disease. Because of the myriad problems associated with non-native palms, 
street services often opt to replace removed palms with a different tree altogether. Many Canary 
Island date palms have been lost across the city, notably in the Echo Park and Elysian Park areas. 
 
Two groups of palm trees are designated Historic-Cultural Monuments: the Palm Trees (Queen 
& Washingtonia Robusta) and the Median Strip on Highland Avenue (HCM #94); the Mexican Fan 
Palm Trees on Avalon Boulevard (HCM #914). 
 
The Canary Island date palm is one of the most common types of palm found in Southern 
California. Native to the Canary Islands of Spain, the tree was imported to Los Angeles around 
the turn of the 20th century. The Canary Island date palm is identified by its thick trunk covered in 
diamond-shaped leaf scars, inedible, orange fruits, and large crown of over one hundred pinnate-
shaped fronds. The palm typically grows to a height of around 50-60 feet and has a life span of 
approximately 50 to 150 years. 
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W I L L I A M W A R R E N ORCUTT 

Death came to William Warren Orcutt on April 27,1942, ending a colorful and pro-
ductive career. An honorary member of the Association, former vice-president of the 
Union Oil Company of California, and a pioneer in the field of oil finding, he was directly 
responsible for the discovery of a substantial portion of California oil, having such well 
known fields as Lompoc, Richfield, and Santa Fe Springs to his credit. 

AAPG Bulletin, July 1942
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